Legend of Machim
In the beginning of the 15th century, Robert Machim, a young English knight fell in love with a young English lady. Her name was Ana de Arfet. Her parents didn’t like Machim and according to their wish, Ana was going to get married to a nobleman.

In order to avoid this marriage, Machim thought he could run away to France with Ana. At that time, France was at War with England and, therefore, it was unlikely to find them in France. This plan was thought carefully by Machim and his friends. They got a boat and the day before Ana’s marriage to the nobleman, Ana, Machim and his friends left England towards France by sea.

After a while in the sea, they were caught in a terrible storm which made them get lost in the open sea. They spent days and days lost in the open sea until one day they saw a huge green spot.

Despite being afraid, they were also curious and they got into a smaller boat which took them to the “green spot”. It was an island with many trees and birds, but there weren’t any people. They felt astonished with such a beautiful place. They were very hungry and ate wild fruit. When they got back to the beach, they realized that the sea had taken their boat away because they forgot to anchor it.

They looked for shelter and found a leafy tree with an empty trunk where they could live.

Meanwhile, Ana was very weak due to the long journey. She got sick and died after a few days.

From then on, Machim’s friends decided to build a boat with wood from the island in order to get back to England.

Machim was very sad and unhappy and he didn’t want to get back to England because he wanted to stay near his beloved Ana.  Soon after Ana’s death, he also died of grief.

His friends decided to bury him next to his beloved Ana and set down a cross with their names on.
The place where the two lovers were buried became known as Machico and the island with so many trees is nowadays known as Ilha da Madeira (Island of Wood). 
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