Legend of Sete Cidades (The Seven Cities in the Azores)

It is believed that the islands of Azores are a result of a beautiful island from the past. Once in this island there was a rich king with a huge fortune but he was a sad man because he had no son to be the Crown Prince. Due to this fact, he was a cruel man to the people of the island.

One night he saw a star which was coming gradually towards him. The star became a woman. She was so beautiful that she seemed unreal and she was surrounded by a silvery light.

This woman had a marvelous voice and she promised the king a daughter as beautiful as the sun but she demanded a condition: the king had to expiate his cruelty with much patience. The king had to build a palace surrounded by seven cities and these ought to be enclosed by bronze walls so that no one could climb them. The little princess had to be kept there for thirty years far away from the king’s eyes and love.

The king accepted the challenge. Thirty years went by and he got impatient until one day he couldn’t stand it anymore…

The king took his way to the walls, took his sword out and vented his anger on them. The Earth trembled in a terrible noise and from the Earth’s depth, fire came out angrily. At the same time, the sea also rose over the Earth and swallowed it.

At the end, only nine islands and the palace of the princess were left. The palace of the princess was transformed into Lagoa das Sete Cidades (lake of the seven cities) divided into small lakes: a green one just like the princess’ dress and another blue one like her shoes.

