Legend of the Milagre das Rosas (Miracle of the Roses)
In Portugal during the 13th century, there lived a king. The king D. Dinis was married to Dona Isabel de Aragão.
The king was also known as the “Poet” or as the “Farmer”. He was the first king who could read and write very well. He wrote much poetry and built the fist University in Portugal. He was also interested in farming. His wife, Dona Isabel was very beautiful and kind. She loved helping the poorest people.

The lords blamed her for spending too much money on charities.  She helped to rebuild the Convent of Santa Clara in Coimbra which was destroyed by the flood of the river Mondego.

The king suspected that she was helping the poor people, so he started to follow her every morning when she was going to help the people in need.

During a cold morning in January, Dona Isabel left the castle with her maids. They all carried bread and money for the poor people including Dona Isabel who also carried bread in her lap. She didn’t know that the king was following her…

Suddenly the king appeared and he shouted at her angrily, “My lady! Is it true that you are carrying money in your lap for the poor?” Dona Isabel felt fearful but answered, “You are wrong, my King… I’m carrying roses to decorate the altar of the monastery of Santa Clara!” D. Dinis smiled in an ironic way, “Roses in January? Then show me the roses!” The queen showed her lap and beautiful roses fell down.
Dona Isabel looked up to the sky and nobody moved because all her maids were impressed by this miracle. Soon all the inhabitants of Coimbra knew that bread and money had been transformed into roses. The inhabitants of the city cried and said, “It was a miracle, it was a miracle. God bless our queen. She is a Saint!”
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