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16 December 2011
Dear Parent/Carers
Christmas Performances

Many thanks again to all those parents and families who helped make this year’s performances such a success. I am sure that you are just as equally proud of your talented children as myself and the whole school staff. Although both performances were full of fun and laughter they both carried the message of what the celebration of Christmas is really all about. Can I also thank the friends of the school who organised the raffle and also to all the teachers and the whole school staff who arranged and organised our shows. In particular though to the children whose singing and acting was fantastic and without their wonderful enthusiasm the performances would never have been the success they were.
Free School Meals

Did you know you may be entitled to Free School Meals? 

Some of our children may be entitled to free school meals but are not benefitting from their entitlement as their parents have not applied to Gateshead Council.  Your child may qualify if you or your partner are in receipt of one of the following benefits: 

· Income Support 

· Income Based Job Seekers Allowance (JSA - IB) 

· Guarantee Pension Credit 

· Employment and Support Allowance (ESA Income Related) 

· Child Tax Credit - but not Working Tax Credit - and your income for Tax Credit purposes must be less than £16,190.00 (details are shown on your Tax Credit award notice) 

· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
Parents please be reassured that pupils, who receive a free school meal at St Joseph’s,  are not singled out in any way. With the cold winter months of January and February coming up if you think your child may be eligible for a Free School Meal then you can speak in confidence to the Gateshead  School Meals Helpline on 0191 433 3729 for more information.
Payment of School Meals

Can I please remind parents that all payments for school meals should be made on Monday mornings.  This is especially important at the end of term for banking reasons.
Lateness

There has been a great improvement in the number of pupils late this week as you can see by the graph below.  Thank you to everyone who has made an effort and well done to everyone who arrived on time especially in Year 4 where all children were on time this week.
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Can I also remind parents and carers that children who are late are not be ‘dropped’ off to walk through the car park unaccompanied, especially with all the construction work going on currently at St Thomas More.
Christmas Raffle
Thank you to everyone who bought raffle tickets for the Friends of St Joseph’s Christmas Draw.  There is a list of the winning tickets in the school foyer.  
Advent Mass
Can I remind all parents, carers and families that you are very welcome to celebrate our Advent Mass at St Joseph’s Church on Friday 23rd December at 10:00 am. 
The children will walk to church from school so please ensure that your child is in school promptly that morning. If you are able to walk down and back up to school with the children and have not yet filled in a reply slip  would you please fill in the reply slip at the end of this letter
Events Next Week
	Monday
	19th December
	Party - Years 5 & 6


	Tuesday
	20th December
	Year 6 visit Valley View Residential Home to sing Christmas Carols to the residents

Party - Years 3 & 4

	Wednesday
	21st December
	Party - Reception and Years 1 & 2


	Thursday
	22nd December
	School Christmas Meal


	Friday
	23rd December
	Advent Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Blaydon at 10:00 am

Last day of term


Christmas Services at St Joseph’s and St Anne’s Churches

As you know our Catholic school is part of the parishes of St Joseph’s and St Anne’s. Both churches will be holding a number of services in preparation for the celebration of Christmas. Can I in particular draw your attention to some of our Year 4 children who will be making their First Confession at St Joseph’s next week. I hope you will keep them in your thoughts and prayers. Below is a list of services at both churches next week:
Tuesday 20th December - Penitential Service at St Joseph’s Church at 7.00 pm.  Our Year 4 children who will be receiving for the first time the Sacrament of Reconciliation (First Confession)

Wednesday 21st December - Carol Service at St Joseph’s Church with St Thomas More School at 6.30 pm.  
Saturday 24th December (Christmas Eve) - Vigil Mass at St Anne’s Church at 6.30 pm

Sunday 25th December (Christmas Day) - Mass at St Joseph’s at 10.00 am

I wish you all a very happy weekend.

Yours sincerely
D. Godfrey

Acting Headteacher
---------------------------------------((((((((((((((---------------------------------

I am able to help the school by walking down to St Joseph’s Church and returning to the school for our Final Mass of the Year on Friday December 23rd
Signed:

____________________________________

Please print name:
_____________________________________
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