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9 December 2011
Dear Parent/Carers

Lateness

You may remember the Friday Newsletter of 2 weeks ago where I explained that lateness is one of the areas that our educational welfare officer inspects on her monthly visits.  
Unfortunately there has been no improvement since then.  We still have a number of children arriving late every day.  
On Monday 5th December, 28 children arrived late at school.  As there were only 200 children present that day in school it means that 14%, (1 in 7), of children in school arrived late.  

As I’m sure you will all understand this causes considerable disruption to each class.  

School starts at 8.55 am and all children should be on the yard before that time.

Parents can help the school by ensuring that children are punctual.  Registers will be called promptly first thing.  Any child arriving after the register has been called (9.00 am) will be given a late mark.
The school will be monitoring lateness and every child entering by the main entrance must sign in the late book. 
May I remind all parents that if they a problem bringing their child to school on time, please see either the child’s class teacher or myself to see if by working together we can find a solution to the problem.
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Head Lice

Gateshead Health Authority has informed us that we must no longer send out warning letters to all parents when we are informed of cases of head lice.  

The school would appreciate it if you could check your child's hair on a regular basis.

Any parents needing advice on this matter can contact the School Health Adviser via the school.

Payment of School Meals

Can I please remind parents that for that payment for school meals are to be made on a Monday morning.  All payments must be in an envelope with the child’s name written clearly and the child must pass this on to the class teacher.  Envelopes containing money for school meals should contained only school dinner money. Other money being sent into the school should not be included with dinner money.
Raffle tickets

Many thanks to you all for sending in your raffle ticket monies and or prizes for this year’s ‘Friends of St Joseph’s Christmas Raffle’. The raffle will be drawn next week.  Can I use this letter to personally thank again all those parents and carers who helped with our recent Christmas Disco. Thank you.
Building Works

The revamped computer room should be available for all the children from next week. The revamp has enabled us to allow more children to work individually increasing capacity from 15 to 26 desktop computers as well as allowing more room for our new laptop computers. 
‘Target’ boards have been erected in the school yards and we hope that the remaking of the yards will be done for our return to school in January. Money that the Friends of St Joseph’s had previously raised has been used for the target boards.
Christmas Performances 

All the tickets for the Christmas Performances are now gone.  Can I ask parents and other visitors to our performances to remember our local residents when parking their cars.
On behalf of the school can I thank all those parents who have given up their time to help with the making of costumes or who have donated costumes to the school for both the infant and junior plays. 
Your help and support is very much appreciated by all the staff.

Opening Times of the school hall for our Christmas performances:
Wheelchair arrival time – from 1.10 pm – to 1.15 pm

Non-wheelchair arrival time - from 1.15 pm – to 1.25 pm

The school hall is also used as our dining area so we ask that guests not arrive too early as we can not open the doors until we have the seating ready in the hall.
As you are aware our car park is very small and is usually full with staff cars. There is no room for additional parking. I have also been asked by the ‘Pulse Fitness’ gym to remind our parents that the car parking outside their gym is for their staff and members visiting the gym. If you have difficulty walking and need permission to use the school car park, please inform Mrs Steel before 10.00 am on the morning of the performance.
Final Mass of the Year

Can I remind all parents, carers and families that you are very welcome to celebrate our Advent Mass at St Joseph’s Church on Friday December 23rd at 10:00 a.m. 
We will be walking down to church that morning. If you are able to walk down and back up to school with the children would you please fill in the reply slip at the end of this letter
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Can I also ask to keep in your thoughts and prayers our Year 4 children who will be receiving  for the first time the Sacrament of Reconciliation (First Confession) on Tuesday December 20th at St Joseph’s Church at 7.00 pm
Durham Cathedral

On a final personal note I’d like to mention what a wonderful day out I had with our Reception Class children’s visit to Durham Cathedral.  It’s amazing how ‘grown up’ they have become in the few weeks they have been with us since starting school! Their behaviour and sense both in the Cathedral and whilst walking along the streets in Durham was excellent! I hope parents that you’ll all soon be putting up your angels on your Christmas trees! Thank you Reception Class!
Yours sincerely
D. Godfrey

Acting Headteacher
---------------------------------------((((((((((((((---------------------------------

I am able to help the school by walking down to St Joseph’s Church and returning to the school for our Final Mass of the Year on Friday December 23rd
Signed:

____________________________________
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________________________________
� INCLUDEPICTURE  "http://brs-ccrs.org.uk/images/Cuthberts%20Cross.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Diocese of 


Hexham


and Newcastle





�





Blaydon


St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School











Blaydon St Joseph’s


Catholic Primary School


Croftdale Road


Blaydon


Tyne and Wear


NE21 4BG








Tel (0191) 414 3108  		          Fax (0191) 414 2138	


Email:info@blaydon-st-josephs.org.uk     � HYPERLINK "http://www.blaydon-st-josephs.org" ��www.blaydon-st-josephs.org�





Acting Headteacher:  D. Godfrey BA (Hons) PGCE



















             [image: image3.png]          [image: image4.jpg]          

           [image: image6.jpg]Healthy



                   [image: image7.jpg]eTwinning





[image: image6.jpg][image: image7.jpg][image: image8.png]


[image: image9.jpg]


