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13 January 2012
Dear Parent/Carers
I hope you all had a happy and relaxing holiday and feel refreshed to tackle this very short but busy half term. On behalf of the school I wish you all a very Happy New Year!
Aladdin
We hope that all the children are into school promptly on Monday morning as the whole school will be watching their annual pantomime performed by a professional touring theatre.

Dukeshouse Wood Meeting
We will be holding a meeting on Monday 16th January at 3.20 pm for parents of children in Year 5.  This meeting will show a presentation of the type of activities the children will be participating in during their visit in September 2012 to Dukeshouse Wood Outdoor Centre.

Year 6 to Newcastle

The pupils from Year 6 will be visiting the Laing Art Gallery to attend an Art Workshop on the afternoon of Tuesday 17th January before visiting Newcastle University and attending a science lecture suitable for their age group. We arrange these visits to promote life long education and in the hope that all our children realise that they too have the ability to attend a university.
Year 6’s Visit to Safetyworks

In conjunction with St Thomas More School we organised a visit to Safetyworks in Newcastle for our Year 6 children.  The visit, informing the children on safety, will take place on the morning of Wednesday 18th January 2012.  

Liturgies  and Assemblies this Term

There will be a Liturgy for every class this term on the dates below.  Every Liturgy and assembly will take place in the school hall and will commence at 9.10 am.  Parents/carers and families are invited to join their children at their Liturgies and assemblies.  
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Facebook and Social Media / Networking
I know many of the children, particularly in the Juniors received new computers and smart phones this Christmas. Many have probably been pestering you to let them have facebook, twitter or other social networking accounts. The school appreciates that not every parent might be aware that the minimum age for a facebook account is 13. Parents are often unsure as to what to let the children sign up for. Here is some advice taken form the BBC website.

 Parents should try to:
· Learn as much as possible about what your child does online. Ask him to show you the sites he visits and to tell you who he exchanges messages with. He may not reveal everything but it’s a good start - at least he'll know you're interested. Make sure he knows there's often a minimum age for people subscribed to social networking sites (13 on Bebo and 14 on MySpace, for example). 

· Explain to your child that he/she shouldn't give out personal information to people he meets on the internet. Stress that although he may think of them as friends, there's a risk (however small) that they're not who they say they are. Telling strangers his age, phone number, address - even his gender - could play into their hands. And he should never post a photograph of himself/herself. Look together at the ‘Net Smart Rule’ (http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/?i=135/information/index.php)  and agree that your child will stick to them. 

· Talk to other parents about the rules they have for their children. Your child may know not to post a picture of himself/herself on a networking site, but that doesn't stop his/her friends posting group photos that include him/her. 

· Be aware of how, when and where your child uses the net. This will help you to spot any significant changes - for example, if he/she spends much longer online than usual, or starts using the internet only away from home. This may well be nothing more than typical adolescent behaviour, but at least you'll be alert to other possibilities. 

· Look out for changes that may signal your child is being bullied. These can include loss of confidence, withdrawal from family life, anxiety or argumentativeness, insomnia or lack of concentration. 

· Talk to your child about the type of site he may stumble across either accidentally or if curiosity gets the better of him. You may find it an uncomfortable topic (and he/she almost certainly will) but experts at NCH say it's much more sensible to discuss with your child the possibility that he'll encounter unsuitable material on the internet. That way he should feel more able to turn to you if he feels things are getting out of hand - and he'll be much less vulnerable to people urging him/her to keep secrets. 

· Consider installing parental control software on your computer that allows you to block access to certain types of website or to log your child's internet activity. It can also prevent email traffic from undesirable sources. More information is available from the Internet Content Rating Association. (http://www.icra.org/)
· Check the history of sites your child has visited, and be explicit that you'll do this regularly. If the history has been deleted, ask him or her why?
If you have any questions/concerns about the internet and child safety feel free to contact either myself or Mr Hannah, our ICT coordinator.

Children using Cameras on Class Visits

We must bring to your attention that when pupils have been allowed to take their cameras on school visits, they have been allowed on the understanding that if these images include other pupils and staff then they are not to be published in any form including the internet. The school has sought and gained permission from parents to take photographs of their children whilst taking part in-school activities. That permission is non transferable. Parents must ensure that any pictures taken by their children on any school activity are not uploaded onto any social networking sites.
Important Changes to the School Holiday List!
February Half Term Holiday

The school has brought forward two in-service (teacher training days) to February 9th and February 10th 2012. This is to allow school staff to undertake training on a new Reading and Phonics teaching scheme we will shortly be introducing throughout the school. I do not like to change the school holiday list as it can lead to confusion but unfortunately the trainers who are coming from London can only make these dates and school did not want to wait a whole year before introducing the scheme. The children will therefore break up for the half term holiday at 3:15pm on Wednesday 8th February and return to school at 8:55 a.m. on Monday 20th February.
Payment of School Meals

Please ensure all payments of school meals are paid on the Monday, or first day back of each week, in an envelope clearly marked with the child’s name and class, as well the amount of payment.  Please do not enclose any other money in with the school meals money.  As stated in previous letters, Gateshead Council has not provided school meals envelopes for some time so parents are requested to supply their own.
Parking near to the School

We are also continuing to have complaints from local residents regarding inconsiderate parking which is causing access problems for local residents.  Please be aware of residents’ right of entry when parking.

Thank you to all parents who show consideration by parking away from the school and walking a short distance.  Your consideration is greatly appreciated

First Holy Communion Programme.

For those children in Year 4 who are undertaking the First Holy Communion Programme can I please remind children and parents that the programme resumes this Sunday with a special liturgy at the Sunday Mass. Children and parents attending St Anne’s are asked to be at the church for 9.00 a.m. so that the catechists can practice the liturgy with children and parents. For those going to St Joseph’s please be at St Joseph’s for 10:30 a.m.

Education Sunday

Sunday February 5th is Education Sunday and the Diocese has asked schools and parish churches to come together that week to celebrate the liturgy of the Mass together. The school will be organising the 10:45 a.m. mass at St Joseph’s Church on February 5th. We will be looking for readers and choir singers to  take part in the Mass if your child wishes to be involved in the Mass please fill in the reply slip below.
St Thomas More School Mission
St Thomas More recently had a very successful School Mission that was organised through the Diocese’s Youth Mission Team. As a follow up the Parishes of St Joseph’s and St Anne’s would like to invite our Year 6 children to a special event on Sunday March 11th at St Joseph’s Church Hall between 1.00-4.00 p.m. Further details about this will be given as soon as we get them.
Dates for the Diary!
Race Night

The Friends of St Joseph’s are hoping to organise a Race Night to raise some money for the school. The date will be Friday February 24th 2012. The venue which will be local has yet though to be determined. Further details about the Race Night will be sent out next week.
A Visit from Bishop Seamus

This week I received a call from Bishop’s House informing that Bishop Seamus will be visiting our school on Friday 16th March. He will be saying Mass for the children and has invited all parents and families to also attend. Because of the numbers our Mass will be at St Joseph’s Church at 9:45 a.m. I do hope that as many of you as possible will be able to attend.

Thank you.

I wish you all a happy and relaxing weekend.

Yours sincerely
D. Godfrey

Acting Headteacher
---------------------------------------(((((((((--------------------------------------
I wish my Child _____________________________ Year __________________________ 

to take part in the Education Sunday Mass at 10:45 a.m. on February 5th 2012 at St Joseph’s Church Blaydon. 

They will be accompanied to the Mass by: ______________________________________
Signed: __________________________
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Class Liturgies


Whole School Tueday 9.10 a.m.�
�
Tuesday 24th January�
Year 4 Liturgy�
�
Tuesday 31st January�
Year 1 Liturgy�
�
Tuesday 7th February�
Reception Liturgy�
�
Tuesday 6th March�
Year 3 Liturgy�
�
Tuesday 13th March�
Year 2 Liturgy�
�
Tuesday 20th March�
Year 5 Liturgy�
�
Tuesday 27th March�
Year 6 Liturgy�
�
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Class Assemblies


Whole School Friday 9.10a.m.�
�
Friday 27th January�
Year 3�
�
Friday 2nd  March�
Year 2�
�
Friday 16th March�
Year 1�
�
Friday 30th March�
Reception�
�
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