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25 November 2011
Dear Parent/Carers

Liturgy/Assembly
This Tuesday (29th November) the Reception Class will be having their autumn liturgy in the school hall at 9:15 am.  On Friday 2nd December Year 4 will be inviting their parents and family to their Assembly in the school hall again at 9:15 a.m.

Tinsel Disco

The Tinsel disco will take place in the school hall on Tuesday at 4.00 pm for the Reception class and Years 1 and 2 and at 5.15 pm for Years 3, 4, 5 and 6.  Admission is £1.50 payable on the night at the door.
Lateness

Lateness is one of the areas that our educational welfare officer inspects on her monthly visits and unfortunately every day we have a number of children arriving late.  This includes a number of children who arrive late on a regular basis.  A pupil arriving late may seriously disrupt not only his or her continuity of learning but that of others.  School starts at 8.55 am and all children should be on the yard before that time.

Parents can help the school by ensuring that children are punctual.  Registers will be called promptly first thing.  Any child arriving after the register has been called (9.00 am) will be given a late mark.
The school will be monitoring lateness and every child entering by the main entrance must sign in the late book. 
If you have a problem bringing your child to school on time, please see either your child’s class teacher or myself to see if we can work together to help solve the problem.

Industrial Action – School Closure

Because of Industrial Action by members of the teaching and non teaching unions, the school will be closed to all children on Wednesday 30th November.  As I mentioned in last week’s newsletter the decision to close the school or send pupils home is never taken lightly, but in this instance, where school staff have elected to take lawful industrial action, the school had no choice but to take this step to ensure the health, safety and well being of all of our pupils. 
Outdoor Areas
As you will notice the outdoor areas are coming along. New ‘target boards’ are being erected in the next two weeks and plans for the re-marking of the playground is also underway. The revamp of the computer suite should also be starting soon.
Dates Reminder

As we approach a very busy part of year, I have listed certain important dates below to help parents plan the next few weeks.

	Tuesday
	29th November
	Reception Liturgy – 9.15 am in the school hall

	
	
	Infant Disco - 4.00 - 5.00 pm in the school hall

	 
	 
	Junior Disco - 5.15 - 6.45 pm in the school hall

	Wednesday 
	30th November
	School closure due to industrial action

	Friday
	2nd December
	Year 4 Assembly – 9.15 am in the school hall

	Tuesday
	6th December
	Reception Class Visit to Durham Cathedral

	Monday
	12th December
	Christmas performance for Senior Citizens (Entrance by ticket only)

	Tuesday
	13th December
	Christmas performance for parents (Entrance by ticket only)

	Wednesday
	14th December
	Christmas performance for parents (Entrance by ticket only)

	Thursday
	15th December
	Christmas performance for parents (Entrance by ticket only)

	Monday
	19th December
	Party - Years 5 & 6

	Tuesday
	20th December
	Party - Years 3 & 4

	Wednesday
	21st December
	Party - Reception and Years 1 & 2

	Thursday
	22nd December
	School Christmas Meal

	Friday
	23rd December
	Advent Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Blaydon at 10:00 am

	
	
	Last day of term


Travelling Cribs

As you will be aware, this Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. At school we are busy getting ready for Christmas with our Christmas plays and celebrations and I am sure that you will be equally busy at home. 

As a Catholic school we appreciate how important the feast Christmas is. Although Santa and gift giving play an important part in a child’s experience of Christmas, it is the birth of Jesus that really should be at the centre of our celebrations. 

As such we would like you to join with us, as together we help your child realise the true meaning of Christmas and the genuine cause of our celebrations. Each class from Reception through to Year 6 have been given a ‘travelling crib’. The crib will be taken home by a different child each night. All we ask is that when your child brings home their class crib you spend a little time with your child.

The travelling crib contains:

One crib

A candle and candle holder to light by the crib. 

A simple prayer leaflet so that you may pray together.

A copy of the Advent  Story for you and your child to read together.

Some Advent sheets to be coloured in.

An Advent game* that can be played together.

A’ note book’ in which you might like to write a prayer or share a thought about your feelings concerning the travelling crib.

As parents and carers you have chosen to send your child to a Catholic school and as such we hope that all of you will allow your child to bring the travelling crib into your home but if there is anyone who does not wish for their child to bring the crib into their home can they please contact Mrs Steel. If you have more than one child in your family, each child will have the opportunity to bring their crib home.

May I thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Yours sincerely
D. Godfrey

Acting Headteacher
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