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9 September 2011

Dear Parents/Carers,
Firstly, a warm welcome back all our pupils in years 1 to 6 to school for our new academic year after an enjoyable summer break.  We also extend a warm welcome our new pupils and their families joining us in Reception class and hope they have a happy and successful time at St Joseph’s.  We also welcome Miss Lyons who will be teaching our Year 5 children.

As you will notice the school had a major revamp of the office area over the summer holidays and new security measures have been fitted throughout the school. We will also shortly be upgrading our playgrounds and computer suite in the coming weeks so watch this space!

Can I please remind any parent of Catholic children in Year 4 and parents of any Catholic children in Years 5 or 6 who have not made their First Holy communion or undertaken the Sacrament of Reconciliation (confession) that the school would like to invite those parents and carers to an initial meeting concerning the new Sacramental Programme to be held here at St Joseph’s school at 7:00 pm on Thursday September 15th 2011.   At this meeting you will have the opportunity to learn about the new Diocesan programme and meet some of the catechists from the parishes of St Joseph’s and St Anne’s. A list of dates and the themes for each of the sessions will be given then. It is vital that parents/carers come to this meeting as you will receive a letter signed by Bishop Séamus. This letter includes ‘indicators of readiness’ so that parents are guided and helped to know when their child is ready to begin the Sacramental programme. They are also advised how the school and the parish will support them.
School Website- We are currently updating the school’s website and deleting old news etc.  We hope that all future newsletters will be available to read via the website along with updated information about the school including holidays, policies etc. If you have access to the internet please add the school’s address to your favourites. We hope to have a completely new look website available later this term.
International School Award- Congratulations to Mr Hannah, all the staff and our hard working children for successfully gaining our 5th International School Award. We are the only school in Gateshead to achieve this award five times. We also delighted to announce that we have a new Comenius Partnership with schools in Finland and Guadalupe.

School Uniform- Can I remind parents/ carers that for health and safety reasons the school has a policy of no jewellery. This includes earrings. I am aware that some children have had their ears pierced during the holidays. This school is prepared to allow children up to six weeks with ‘stud’ earring provided that they have the earrings taped up at all times. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Below are a few reminders to assist in the smooth running of the school:
Pupil Absences - It is important that parents contact the school to report a pupil’s absence on the first day of absence before 9.30 am.

Payment of School Meals - Payment for school meals must be sent in on Monday mornings or on the first day in during the week.  Gateshead Council are no longer providing the envelopes so when these supplies are depleted, parents are requested to send payment in an envelope with the child’s name, year, the amount and date clearly marked. Currently dinner money is £1.90 a day that is £9.50 per five day week.

Contact Details - It is very important for safety reasons that the information held regarding pupils is kept up to date.  Attached is a pupil contact form which we would like completed and returned to the school as soon as possible.  Thank you. Please ensure that if you change your phone number, especially a mobile phone number, during the course of the year you inform the school. Can parents please also ensure that you provide the school with a current valid e-mail address.  We are hoping to use e-mail more during the coming months.
Local Visits - To support pupils’ work in class, sometimes it would be beneficial for children to partake in visits to local areas such as church, local streets, shopping areas, the library etc.  I would be grateful if you would give your consent for your child to take part in supervised short trips to local areas.  

This general consent will not replace the permission forms that will need to be completed for trips outside the Blaydon/Winlaton area.

Attached with this letter is copy of school holidays and events already arranged for this term.

Yours sincerely,
Mr D Godfrey.
Acting Headteacher.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Consent for Local Visits

I give permission for my child ……………………………..………………  Year …………. to take part in visits during the 2011/2012 academic year in the Blaydon/Winlaton area.

Name:  …………………………………………..………………………  Tel.No:  ………………..……………………
Signed:  …………………………………………………..……………..  Date:  ………………………..………………
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