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21 October 2011
Dear Parent/Carers

Operation Christmas Child – Shoebox Appeal

This year the school is once gain taking part in ‘Operation Christmas Child’.  The shoeboxes can be left at school from Tuesday 15th November until Friday 18th November, ready for a representative of Samaritan’s Purse to collect them.  We have been asked to bring to your attention the list of gift ideas and items not to be included which are listed on the leaflet.  We have been particularly asked not to include chocolate as some of the shoeboxes are distributed in countries with hot climates.  Sweets may be included.  As a school we have always supported this charity and look forward to your support.

Children’s Event at St Anne’s

Star Savers will be hosting a Children’s Bingo Night at St Anne’s Church Hall tonight from 7.00 pm to 8.30 pm.  Everyone is welcome. 

Class Photographs

The class photograph order forms have been given to every child on the photographs.  If you wish to order a photograph, please return the order to the school by no later than Tuesday 7th November.
Payment of School Meals

We are continually receiving payment of school meals late in the week.  Payment of schools should be made on Monday mornings or the first day back of the week.  We would be grateful if all payments for School meals are made by cheque payable to Gateshead Council and if that is not possible payment could be made with the exact amount in cash.  We have not been provided with school meal envelopes from the School Meals Service for some time and we do not have any envelopes left in the school office.  Parents therefore need to provide their own envelopes.  Please ensure that all school meals payments are sent in an envelope with the child’s name, class and amount clearly written on the envelope.  Thank you.

Pupil Absences
It is important that parents contact the school to report a pupil’s absence on the first day of absence before 9.30 am.
Half Term Holiday

Just a reminder that the half term holiday this term begins on Monday 24th October and the children will return to school on Monday 31st October.  
Events the week back after the Half Term Holiday
The school will welcome visitors from schools in Finland and French Guadeloupe on Monday 31st October and Tuesday 1st November.  Our visitors will visit each class to participate in lessons.  
Musicians from the Sage Music Centre will be visiting our Reception Class and Year 1 again on the Tuesday morning and our Year 6 children will be going on their trip to Killhope Lead Mining Museum on Wednesday 2nd November.  The Year 6 class assembly will be on Friday morning.
ICT Questionnaires

Many thanks to all parents and carers who responded to our recent questionnaire. We will be using the results to look at how we can use our new school website as a learning platform as well as a ‘home’ for school information.

And finally….
I can’t believe how quickly this first half term has gone! There’s more work to come with Christmas creeping up and plays and songs a lines to learn! Next month should see the beginning of a revamp of the school playgrounds and new reorganisation of the ICT room and PE cupboard. We also wish a fond farewell to Miss Shepherdson, as she begins her maternity leave and warm welcome to Miss Timmins who will taking the Year 1 class whilst Miss Shepherdson is away.

May I wish you all a very happy and safe holiday.
Yours sincerely
D. Godfrey

Acting Headteacher
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