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30 September 2011
Dear Parent/ Carers,
School Photographs

Can all photograph slips with money please be returned to school by Tuesday 3rd October.
Class Parent Information Evenings

Many thanks to all those parents who attended this week’s ‘Parent Information Evening‘, it is always very heartening for the staff to know what good support there is for their children from their parents. Thank you.
After School Clubs 

Miss Cleghorn will be sending out information about some after school clubs that will be running soon please keep a look out for the letter.
Holidays
May I respectfully remind parents that children should not be taken out of school for holidays within the school term. Whilst I appreciate that holidays ‘off season’ are often cheaper, missing school does have an effect on your child’s progress and attainment. The following is taken from the Gateshead Council website:

“The law states that parents/carers do not have a right to take their child out of school for holidays during term-time, but the Head Teacher can authorise up to ten days holiday in an academic year, depending on the circumstances Parents/carers should try and avoid the following times to take their child out of school: 

· Near or during SATs (in years 2, 6 and 9); 

· Near or during GCSE , A level exams (including mocks); 

· At the start of a new school year. 

Important dates will either be in your child’s school planner or available from the school office. If a parent/carer takes their child on holiday and school do not authorise the absence, or the child is away for more than 10 days in a school year a £50 Fixed Penalty Notice may be issued.”

Lateness

We are also very concerned about the number of children who are arriving late for school.  A pupil arriving late can seriously disrupt not only his or her continuity of learning but that of others.  School starts at 8.55 am and all children should be on their respective yards before that time.

Parents can help the school by ensuring that children are punctual.  Registers will be called promptly first thing.  Any child arriving after the register has been called (9.00 am) will be given a late mark. 

Pupil Absences
It is important that parents contact the school to report a pupil’s absence on the first day of absence before 9.30 am.

Illness

As some of you may be aware some Year 5 children were sent home from school this week because of a skin rash following instructions from the Health Protection Agency. I thought that it might be a good idea to send out with this letter a copy of the guidance for children to be kept away from school for various illnesses. Unfortunately the type is so small it is barely recognisable so instead it has been added to the school’s website. One point to note, if your child has suffered any kind of diarrhoea or vomiting, then they must remain away from school for 48 hours from that last episode.

Year 1 Parents Evening

As you will be aware Miss Shepherdson will shortly be beginning her maternity leave. We are delighted to announce that Miss Kerry Timmins will be covering the Year 1 class whilst Miss Shepherdson is away. Many of our Year 1 parents’ have already met Miss Timmins at the Information Evening on Wednesday. Miss Shepherdson though has brought forward her autumn term ‘Parent Evening’ so she can report on progress made before she leaves. These meetings will begin Monday 10th October. 
Payments to School

We would be grateful if all payments to the school either for school meals or for uniform, trips etc could be made by cheque.  If that is not possible we would be grateful if payment could be made with the exact amount in cash.

Cheques for school meals only should be payable to Gateshead Council and cheques for all other items to school should be payable to St Josephs Primary School unless stated otherwise.
Hoping that the glorious weather holds out for a few more days, may I wish you all a happy and safe weekend.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely,

D. Godfrey

Acting Headteacher
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