St. Patrick

Patrick was probably born in northern Britain about 1600 years ago. At that time, northern Britain was part of the Roman Empire. When Patrick was sixteen years old, he went to stay at his father’s farm. One day raiders kidnapped Patrick from the farm. Then they brought him to Antrim and sold Patrick as a slave there. The chief who bought Patrick put him to work looking after his sheep. While he was in Ireland he learned Irish language and Irish customs. 

Seven years later Patrick went to a port and escaped by boat to France. Patrick became a monk and later a bishop. He had a dream that the people of Ireland were calling him back so Patrick returned to Ireland. He went to the Hill of Tara for the Druid feast. Usually the king would light the first bonfire. However, Patrick lit the Easter fire before the king had a chance. The druids tried to kill Patrick but he escaped. 

Patrick built churches and monasteries all over Ireland. He used a shamrock to teach people about God. The shamrock has three leaves and each leaf represents The Holy Trinity - The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit. Patrick was seventy two when he died.

Places like Croagh Patrick and Down Patrick were named after St.                                                                                                                                    Patrick.
