THE  LONGWITTON  DRAGON

In a wood in near the town of Longwitton in Northumberland there were three wells. It was said that they had healing powers. People came from far and wide to get some of the healing water.

One day a local ploughman went to the wells to get some healing water. To his surprise he found a large dragon lapping from the wells with its long black tongue.

The dragon disappeared as soon as he had seen it, but he could sense it was still there by the clashing of its scales and the venomous breath that came from its mouth. From that day the dragon haunted the wells and let no one near.

 In time a young knight in search of adventure heard the tale, and rode to Longwitton to kill the dragon. Before he set off he anointed his eyes with a magical ointment he had been given on his travels. The ointment would really help him because it made the invisible visible.

The Knight boldly charged into the wood and met the dragon head on. He fought the dragon all day giving it many deep wounds, but as soon as the cuts opened up they seemed to heal and the dragon regained its strength. This went on all day.

Eventually, the exhausted knight returned to the village ashamed that he had not been able to kill the dragon. He promised himself that the next day he would get rid of the dragon once and for all.

The next day came and the very same thing happened. No matter how many times the knight struck the dragon it always recovered quickly, and seemed to get stronger as the day wore on. Once more he had to go back exhausted. 

On the third day he decided to change his plan. This time he attacked less often. He carefully watched the dragon’s movements. He noticed that the dragon never moved away from the healing wells, and that its tail was always touching the surface of the water.

The knight got off his horse, pretending to be defeated, and lured the dragon away from the well. Sensing victory, the dragon jumped forward for the kill. The knight quickly got back on his horse and blocked the dragon’s way to the wells.

The dragon was furious and attacked with rage, but the knight inflicted many mortal wounds and the dragon bled to death.

    The next day, the people of Longwitton buried the dragon and held a great feast in celebration.

   From that day on the wells were restored to their old glory, and their fame grew far and wide.

