     The Brown Bull of Cooley

Maedhbh was the headstrong Queen of Connacht and her husband was Aillil. One night as they lay in bed, they spoke about who was the richer of the two. Eventually the argument started to get serious and they compared everything they owned. They were evenly matched in everything, except Aillil had a famous bull called Findbennach, The White Horned Bull.  “He has more than me,” Maedhbh said to herself. “But not for long.” She sent for her herald, MacRoth. 










   “I need a bull the equal of Findbennach, The White Horned,” demanded Maedhbh. 
        “There is only one such bull in all of Ireland,” replied MacRoth. “It is in Ulster, in the territory of Cooley. A man named Dáire owns it. It is called Donn Cuailgne - The Brown Bull of Cooley.”









 “Go to Cooley, offer Dáire fifty young cows and a king’s chariot in exchange for the bull. And offer him as much land in Cruachán as he has in Cooley and he will be my guest in Cruachán.”
 








    MacRoth set off to get the Brown Bull. When he arrived at Dáire’s house he was welcomed inside. MacRoth and Dáire talked awhile.
 


 

  “Maedhbh seeks the loan of the Brown Bull,” said MacRoth. “In return she offers you fifty young cows and as much land in Cruachán as you already have in Cooley.


 “The bull is precious to the people of Ulster. We do not wish to give it away,” replied Dáire. “If that be the case, you shall also have a king’s chariot and you will be Maedhbh’s guest in Cruachán,” promised MacRoth.







     “All right then I’ll give the bull to Maedhbh for a year,” said Dáire.



          He then insisted that the visitors spend the night with him as his guests. They were supplied with entertainment, food and drink. But Maedhbh’s messengers got drunk and boasted that if Dáire hadn’t given the bull they would’ve taken it by force. When Dáire heard about these insults he angrily refused to give the Brown Bull to Queen Maedhbh. So MacRoth left Cooley and returned to Maedhbh empty handed. 





 “Queen Maedhbh, Dáire refuses to give us the bull,” said MacRoth.

                                        “He has insulted me. He has insulted the Men of Connacht. Call the Men of Ireland to war. Ulster shall fall,” declared Maedhbh.




                 

 This is how the war between Ulster and Connacht started.
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