Children of Lir

Lir and his wife Eve had four children. But after the birth of the twin boys Eve died. The twins were Conn and Fiacra and their two sisters were Fionnuala and Aed. Eve’s father, Bodb Dearg, was sad because he loved Lir’s family. His foster daughter Aoife looked after the children and soon she married Lir. At first Aoife loved Lir’s children. But later she grew jealous of the attention the children were getting. After a while this jealousy turned into hatred.

She decided to get rid of the children so her husband and her foster father would love her. She told the children they were going to visit their grandfather, Bodb Dearg.

On the way she stopped at Lough Derravaragh and told the children to go into the water to bathe. When the children got into the water Aoife took her wand and put a magic spell on all of them. Suddenly they were all turned into swans. They pleaded with her to change them back but Aoife didn’t answer. However, she gave them the gift of music and speech.

She said that they should be swans for nine hundred years. They would spend three hundred years on Lough Derravaragh, three hundred years on the Sea of Moyle and the last three hundred years by the Atlantic Ocean. When they would hear the sound of a bell celebrating the marriage of a King from the north to a queen from the south they would change back to humans.

The first three hundred years were very hard. Bodb Dearg located the swans and built a home by the lake. The next three hundred years in the sea of Moyle were even worse. Winter after winter they suffered cold and every spring they were flung from rock to rock. On their way over to the Atlantic Ocean they flew over the derelict ruins of their home. When they got to the Atlantic Ocean it was stormy, but not as bad as the sea of Moyle. They found an island called Inish Glora. A monk lived there and was looking for the Children of Lir because he had heard about them. When he found them he took them to his hut and looked after them.

The time came when king from the north and a queen from the south got married and the children were changed back into humans but they were very old and didn’t live for long.

