The Horrible Beast

An uncanny beast showed up for the first time in the village of Habats, in Auvergne (centre of France), in July 1764. This beast attacked a young shepherdess who was watching over a herd. Men from the village went to search for the girl… And found her partly devoured. They thought a wolf had done it.

Other girls were attacked. One shepherdess managed to escape thanks to her herd of bulls, which frightened the attacker. She told the people that she was attacked by a monster which looked liked a wolf, some kind of beast. In October 1764, hunters set up a hunting party to find the beast. They found the beast and shot it three times. But the beast managed to escape without a wound and disappeared, leaving no track behind.

People described it as a fantastic animal with two tusks - like a boar - long legs ending in claws and a scaled back, like a crocodile or a dragon!

The beast reappeared in January 1765, this time near the village of Sauges, and the slaughters resumed. On June 19th 1766, it showed up in front of a hunter named Jean-Chastel. He shot it with a lead bullet and killed it. But this hunter was accused of having organised the chase of the beast in order to conceal the fact that HE was the monster.

So what – or who – was really that beast? A man, a monster or an animal! This remains one of the most mysterious stories in this region.

