BLAYDON ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

ADMISSIONS POLICY SEPT 2007

The governing body of St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School is the Admissions Authority for this school.  The governing body intends to admit up to 30 pupils to the Reception year group in September 2007.  This number will apply to the Reception Year and to every other year in the school.  Where insufficient places are available to meet all parental preferences, priority will be given to applicants who have ranked the school as First preference we will then next consider second preference applicants who will be considered above third preference applicants.

1. Children who are baptised as Catholics or have been formally received into the Catholic Church and whose home address is within the parish boundaries of St. Anne's Parish, Winlaton and St. Joseph's Parish, Blaydon and who are Looked After Children (Children in the care of the Local Authority).

2. Children who are baptised as Catholics or have been formally received into the Catholic Church and whose home address is within the parish boundaries of St. Anne's Parish, Winlaton and St. Joseph's Parish, Blaydon.

3. Children who are baptised as Catholics or have been formally received into the Catholic Church, whose home address is outside of the parish boundaries of St. Anne's Parish and St. Joseph's Parish, but who regularly worship in the church of St Anne's or St. Joseph's.

4. Children who are baptised as Catholics or have been formally received into the Catholic Church, whose home address is outside of the parish boundaries of St. Anne's Parish and St. Joseph's Parish and who have Special Educational Needs including those who are Looked After Children (Children in the care of the Local Authority).

5. Children who are baptised as Catholics or have been formally received into the Catholic Church, whose home address is outside of the parish boundaries of St. Anne's and St. Joseph's Parish with a brother or sister already attending the school at the time of admission. 

6. Children who are baptised as Catholics or have been formally received into the Catholic Church, whose home address is outside of the parish boundaries of St. Anne's and St. Joseph's Parish, who do not have a brother or sister already attending the school at the time of admission.

7. Children who have not been baptised as Catholics nor have been formally received   into the Catholic Church, but who are Looked After Children (Children in the care of the Local Authority)

8. Brothers and sisters of children of other Christian denominations and who will already be attending the school at the time of admission.

9. Brothers and sisters of children of other Faith traditions and who will already be attending the school at the time of admission.

10. Children who have not been baptised as Catholics nor have been formally received into the Catholic Church, but who have Special Educational Needs, including those who are Looked After Children (Children in the care of the Local Authority).

11. Children of other Christian denominations who do not have a brother or sister at the school.

12. Children of other Faith traditions who do not have a brother or sister at the school.

13. Other children.

If applicants are seeking admission under any criteria 1 to 6 above, they will be asked to provide evidence that the child has been baptised as a Catholic or has been received in to the Catholic Church.

If applicants are seeking admission under any of the criteria 8, 9, 11 or 12 above, they will be asked for a letter of support from their minister or Faith leader, or suitable equivalent.  For Christian applicants a baptismal certificate should be provided wherever possible.

Where there are places available for some, but not all applicants within a particular criterion, distance from home address to school (as the crow flies) will be the deciding factor with preference being given to those who are nearest the school.  The school will allocate places using the first preference system.

Where a parent has been notified that a place is not available for a child, every effort will be made to help the parent find a place in a suitable alternative school.  Parents who are refused a place have a statutory right of appeal.  Further details of the appeals process are available by writing to the Chair of Governors at the school address.

It must be stressed that formal written applications for admission must be made on the form provided by the LEA and returned to school by 3rd November 2006.  Places will then be allocated by strict application of the above criteria, with no reference to the date of application.  Parents will be notified as to whether or not their child has been allocated a place by 16th April 2007.
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